TABLE TENNIS NEWS – SUMMER LEAGUE
Most of the matches in the Summer League have now been completed, and certainly the top contenders in each division wasted little time in bringing their schedules to an end.

In Euro League 1 Croatia’s ladies, Shona Morton and Kay Lee had suffered one blip in the first half of the programme but barely faltered in their last three matches.  Spain went down 1-4, though Kay Solaja gained a satisfying 3/1 victory over Kay Lee.  Greece gave them more of tussle, with Graham Gault beating Kay Lee 3/1 and the men taking the doubles 3/2, but two five set wins from Shona Morton over both men and Kay’s three-set triumph over Andrew Endredy saw the ladies safely home.  By the final week both women were in cracking form and defeated Czech Republic (Andrew Kennedy and Alan Brown) 5/0.  All ties, except that between Alan and Kay, were completed in straight sets.  This gained the ladies top place in the division, with 12 points from their seven matches.

Meanwhile, despite their earlier loss to Croatia, Italy still nurtured hopes of winning the League.  Unfortunately their first match in the second half was against Poland.  Rhian Williams was in good form and beat Gordon Duff and Johnny Singleton in straight sets.  Team-mate Fraser Clark lost both his ties by the same margin but he and Rhian survived a poor start in the doubles to win it 3/1, and the match 3/2.  Despite their hopes being dashed, Italy’s players went on to win their last two matches, beating both Russia and the Republic of Ireland 3/2.  In the former match Renee Ho beat both Gordon and Fraser Duff 3/2, whilst they defeated her team-mate Clare Williams 3/0.  The doubles was hard-fought but in the end the men won it 3/2.  The match with Ireland, each team with a teenager and one adult male, was close.  Both boys lost to the opposing adult in straight sets, Gordon beat Brian Kirkpatrick 3/0 and Keir Morton defeated Johnny Singleton in like manner.  Thus the doubles, as so often, proved the turning point.  The “Irish” pair went ahead 2/1 after losing the opening set but Italy fought back to win 11-5 in the fifth and claim second place in the division, with a total of 10 points.  
The only other match played was that between Greece and Czech Republic.  This was a tough encounter from the very first tie, as Graham Gault and Alan Brown got to grips with each other.  Alan took the first two sets with relative ease but Graham edged the third, 12-10, and proceeded to snaffle the next two in similar fashion, 16-14, 13-11.  Andrew Endredy then took on his Kennedy namesake, whom he beat 3/1.  The doubles was a seesaw tussle in which the senior side triumphed 13-11 in the fifth, after which Andrew Endredy lost 2/3 to Alan and Andrew Kennedy beat Graham for a couple of late consolation points.

There are some results missing at this point in time: details will be found on the website or the Club notice board.
In Euro League 2 one team stood clear of all the rest.  This was France, aka Jimmy Hamilton and Danny Bajwa.  With four wins to their credit they must have gone into the second half in confident mood.  Holland’s Leo Taddai and Debbie Conley were first to face them.  Leo put up a great fight against Danny, but after losing the first set the youngster set about recovering and finally edged the fourth set 15-13 for victory.  France went from strength to strength after that, dropping just one more set, in the doubles. 

The next match brought them up against Germany, with Kenny Lee and Danny’s Winter League team-mate Jake McLaughlin both raring to go.  The two adults each took on and defeated the opposing child in straight sets, after which Kenny and Jimmy entered stand-off mode.  Kenny took the first two sets comfortably but Jimmy battled back into the match, making the fifth set truly gripping.  In the end it was Kenny who secured it, 11-9, putting his side 2/1 up.  Danny then defeated Jake 3/0. The doubles was the decider, with Jimmy and Danny proving to be the superior pair as they romped home 3/0.

The last match, with Ukraine, was somewhat easier.  Danny faced his other Winter League team-mate David Wilson and beat him, 3/1, and Jimmy followed on with two fine wins, 3/1 against Gordon Kerr and 3/0 against David.  Thereafter Danny could not contain Gordon’s adult power and guile, losing 1/3.  In the doubles France gained the ascendancy after losing the first set, and finished their season undefeated, with 14 points.
Apart from the defeat by France, Germany continued their season successfully after the break.  Ukraine gave them a run for their money: both adults beat both boys taking the teams to 1-all, after which Kenny beat Gordon in a nail-biting tie which went to the wire as Kenny edged the final set 11-9.  David Wilson then beat Jake 3/0 to bring the teams level.  The doubles was yet another cut-throat encounter – Ukraine took the first set with ease.  11-3, Germany the next 11-6, after which the next three sets all turned on a deuce.  Ukraine won the third, 13-11, Germany the fourth, 18-16, and then gratefully seized the fifth, 12-10.
Germany’s last match was comparatively trouble-free; though Holland’s Leo Taddai fought tenaciously to take both Kenny Lee and Jake McLaughlin to a fifth end, Debbie Conley only lost in four sets to Jake and the “Dutch” pair also took a set in the doubles, they didn’t manage to take a tie and Germany finished in second place overall, with 12 points.

Meanwhile Sweden caught up on their two unplayed matches and continued with the match in week 5.  Ukraine beat them 3/2 – Gordon Kerr won both his ties but David Wilson lost to Steven Moodycliffe and Mathew Clok.  However Gordon and David won the doubles 3/2 to take the match.  In the next fixture Sweden played well to beat Holland – Steven won both his ties and he and Mathew triumphed in the doubles for a 3/2 victory.
Next came the game with England – something of a “derby” this, as it pitted Mathew against his father Richard.  The son emerged victorious this time, and Richard also lost to Steven.  However Liam Marshall turned up trumps to win both his ties 3/0, and he and Richard had the last laugh as they won the doubles, 3/1, for an overall win.
England played two other matches after this.  The first ended in victory over Ukraine, who began well when Gordon Kerr defeated Richard Clok 3/1 but failed to win another tie.  Liam once again won both his ties, including a tough five-setter with Gordon, and he and Richard edged a tight doubles, 12-10 in the fifth, for a 4/1 win.  When they met Denmark at the end of the season the England players were in full flow and ran away with the points, 5/0.  To be fair, Alistair Morton came close to a win over Richard but was beaten in five sets, and he also won a set from Liam.  

Six matches remain unaccounted for, five involving Portugal.  Please complete the outstanding fixtures before the end of September, or let Mr Duff know if they will not be played.

************************************************************************************************************* 
Interestingly, the winning teams in each division have a family connection, since Shona Morton (nee Hamilton) is Jimmy’s big sister.  Well done to both of them, and to their team-mates. Individual averages will be computed soon.
*************************************************************************************************************

Please note that Coaching starts this Friday, 31st August, at the usual times of 7-8 p.m. for beginners and 8-9 p.m. for the more advanced players and adult beginners.  The session fee is £2 per junior (under 18) and £3 per senior, all bats and balls being provided.
Monday Open Nights (7-9 p.m.) continue, as do the Saturday morning practice sessions (10 a.m. – 12 noon).  There is SSTTDA coaching once a fortnight on a Saturday for invited players but there are still tables for casual play.  Junior non-members pay £2 per session, Adult non-members £3.

The Winter League will start as soon as team secretaries complete their registration forms.  There is a change in the format of matches for Division 1 this year.  The three players will only play two singles each, with one doubles as a tie-breaker.  The prospect of a draw, so prominent a feature of last season’s play, is thus removed, which may be a disappointment to many.

The second of two Ladies’ introductory sessions will take place in the Club next Thursday, 6th September, from 6-8 p.m., under the auspices of Council Coach Senga Thomson.  If these sessions are successful this initiative may become a regular feature of Club life.

*************************************************************************************************************
